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tee, the undergraduate governing body, 
were present at the services as the spe- 
cial representatives of the students of 
Technology. The services followed an 
impressive memorial meeting held at the 
Institute at noon, at which President 
Karl T. Compton delivered a eulogy’ of 
the former Technology president before 
the entire faculty and staff. 

The Institute was closed for the day at 
11 A. M. 

A wreath from President Hoover and 
Mrs. Hoover lay on the casket. Delega- 
tions from practically every college and 
university in the Hast, including presi- 
dents of many institutions, were present 
at the service. Also there were delega- 
tions from dozens of scientific, education- 
ai and engineering societies, and business 
and industries. Almost the entire facul- 
ty and staff of M. I. T. were present, as 
well as a large number of undergraduates. 
Among those present were: Elihu Thomp- 
son of Lynn; Mayor Richard M. Russell 
and Mrs. Russell of Cambridge; Edwin 
S. Webster, Frank L. Locke, Brigadier 
General Alston Hamilton, official repre- 
sentative of the United States War De- 
partment; Senator Gaspar E. Bacon, 
Representative Leverett Saltonstall: De- 
witt C. DeWolf, who represented Gov- 
ernor Ely; former Governor=Fuller, Mrs. 
Richard L. Maclaurin, widow of a Tech- 
nology president; and Arthur Bemis. 

Robert H. Richardson of Brookline, 
Technology ’68, and oldest living grad- 
uate of the institution, was among early 
arrivals at the church. 

Just before the services at 2.30, Francis 
W. Snow, organist, played Bach’s choral 
prelude, “Adorn Thyself, O Dear Soul,” 
after which the choir sang, “The Strife 
Is O’er.” The 12ist Psalm was read at 
the services, and the hymn, ‘‘Ten Thou- 
sand Times Ten Thousand,’ was sung. 
The recessional was the hymn, “For All 
the Saints Who From Their Labor Rest,” 
after which Mr. Snow played Mulet’s “In 
Paradisum.” 


At the close of the services, the body | 


Jay in state in Trinity Church, and at 
5 P. M. it will be placed aboard a train 
for Pasadena, Calif., for burial in the 
Stratton family lot in that city. Mem- 
bers of the family were to accompany it. 


Memorial Meeting at Institute 
Speaking at the memorial meeting, 


President Compton praised the “greatness | 


and fundamental kindness of character” 
of Dr. Stratton. “He had only two ob- 
jectives,” said President Compton; ‘‘to get 
the results and to give the younger men 
every possible opportunity and encourage- 
ment. 

“Early in his career as a physicist he 
had collaborated (and done most of the 
work) on an experiment that attracted 
world-wide attention. The work was an- 
nounced and published under the senior 
collaborator’s name, without mention of 
the younger man. Though Dr. Stratton 
continued to love and admire that senior 
collaborator, this circumstance hurt him 


so deeply that he vowed to himself that | 


he would never, in all his life, allow him- 
self even to come under a suspicion of 
claiming credit for anything which might 
in any way be attributable to another.” 


Three Unusual Traits of Character 


Next to the unassuming and generous || 


spirit, which, said President Compton, was 
Dr, Stratton’s first characteristic, was his 


to ‘carry on. 


similarly fond of rare and exquisite tapes- 
tries, but this again was associated with 
his work in ‘bringing science to the aid 
of the textile industry. He was an enthu- 
siast over tools of precision and frequent. 
ly found his recreation in his workshep. 
But this was because he saw in tools an 
important agency for making scientific 
discoveries. 

Above all other qualities, said Presi- 
‘dent Compton, Dr. Stratton possessed 
consistency in his life and thought. ‘He 
had a definite ideal and objective. Every- 
thing in his life was valued as good or 
bad according as it led toward or away 
from this ideal. He was perhaps un- 
sympathetic and certainly impatient, 
with things or people whose infittence 
ran contrary to his ideal. Anything 
which, blocked the path toward the ideal 
irritated him, just as anything which led 
toward it received his full support. All 
this was essentially impersonal. It was 
the only consistent reaction of a mind 
so devoted and absorbed in working for 
the great ideal in which he wholeheart- 
edly believed that no conflicting or am- 
biguous attitude seemed possible or 
worthy of defense. 

“In all this we have a picture of a 
remarkable character. I doubt if any of 
us has ever known a man whose whole 
life has been so consistent, straightfor- 
ward and unswerving in its devotion to a 
particular form of public service and 
which has been carried on with such 
a complete elimination of self-interest. 
We mark today the passing of a great 
man. At the same time we recognize 
the lasting importance of those things 
which were the mainspring of his life, | 
and we are happy that our position as, 
his colleagues gives us the opportunity 


complete absorption in his work and 


plans. 

“All his interests were closely tied to- 
gether in his main objective,” said Presi- 
dent Compton, ‘‘which was the better de- 
velopment and utilization of science in 
the service of man, particularly in indus- 
try. For example, he was a connoisseur 
and collector of rare china, but this was 
but one aspect of his interest and activity 
in improving the ceramic art. He was 
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